Increasing incidence of human immunodeficiency virus-associated nephropathy at San Francisco General Hospital.
A survey of consultations to the Division of Nephrology at San Francisco General Hospital from 1982 to 1988 found only seven cases of proven or possible renal disease matching that described for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-associated nephropathy (nephrotic proteinuria, rapidly progressive renal insufficiency, and focal and segmental glomerulosclerosis [FSGS] histologically). In the period from April 1, 1988 (the conclusion of the original survey) through December 31, 1990, a roughly 11-fold increase in the incidence of such cases among referrals of HIV-infected patients to the Division occurred compared with the initial experience. The patients were nearly exclusively black men, only about half of whom had intravenous drug abuse (IVDA) as an HIV risk factor. This striking increase was associated with a progressive increase in the number of black patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) in San Francisco, and in the percentage of patients with an AIDS diagnosis discharged from San Francisco General Hospital (SFGH) who were black. These data support other evidence indicating a particular vulnerability of blacks to this form of renal disease and help to reconcile data from our division with the experience reported from other centers.